
The case for Suzanne Aubert’s canonisation is 
slowly moving ahead and we are now waiting 

for the Church’s official recognition that she was 
truly a woman of heroic Christian virtue. This will 
come about when a meeting of Cardinals and Bishops 
associated with the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints confirms the positive vote of the historians and 
theologians already enacted and Pope Francis issues a 
decree to that effect. When this happens she will be 
declared Venerable, the second stage on the four-stage 
journey to sainthood.

The recognition of Suzanne’s virtues came soon after 
her death in 1926, when Cardinal Aidan Gasquet 
wrote: “Not only I, but many, have in the Eternal City 
regarded her as a true Servant of God and I hope I may 
be spared to see at least the initial stages of the process 
of her Beatification; that she will most certainly be 

October 2016 Issue 3
Welcome to the latest edition of our Suzanne Aubert News, which we hope will give you a taste of the stories 
available on the dedicated Suzanne Aubert website (www.suzanneaubert.co.nz).

The Journey towards sainthood continues slowly
An update from Fr Maurice Carmody, Roman Postulator

raised some day to the altar I feel confident.”

Unfortunately, the Cardinal did not see the “initial 
stages” but his hope is still alive. One of the theologians 
who examined the Positio expressed his agreement 
with Cardinal Gasquet and continued: “I am more 
than happy to declare my conviction that the virtues of 
Suzanne Aubert were indeed of heroic character... she 
is, I am convinced, not only a great human being but 
also a truly wonderful saint.”

Our challenge now, is to pray that a miracle will be 
granted through Suzanne’s intercession, so that the 
Cause can continue towards her Beatification.

If you would like to pray the official prayer of 
intercession, please download the prayer from the 
website, or contact kerry@suzanneaubert.co.nz and she 
will send you a copy.

Suzanne Aubert’s Spiritual 
Tonics 
A thoughtful selection of reflections 
and quotations by Suzanne Aubert. 
$20

Set Apart - Fibre Artworks by 
Merrilyn George
These stunning artworks by acclaimed 
New Zealand textile artist, Merrilyn 
George are inspired by the life of 
Suzanne Aubert. $30

Suzanne Aubert, New 
Zealand’s Saint in the Making 
This 20-page booklet and 5-minute 
DVD portrays the life and 
achievements of Suzanne Aubert. 
$10 (Booklet and DVD) 

Seasons of Reflection 
A small book of reflections, written by 
popular author  Kilian de Lacy, draws 
on Suzanne Aubert’s down-to-earth 
spirituality. $20 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE
Notes on the Run 
A small, delightful book of 
reflections by Sister Barbara King. 
$10

Saint Grandma 
The story of Suzanne Aubert 
is written for children by best- 
selling New Zealand writer, Joy 
Cowley. $15 

Letters on the Go 
This is the collected letters from 
Suzanne Aubert’s eventful 91-year 
life, edited by award- winning 
writer, Jessie Munro. $50 

The Story of Suzanne Aubert 
This is a superb biography of Suzanne 
Aubert, written by Jessie Munro 
which was “Book of the Year” in the 
1997 Montana Book Awards. $50

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Item:

Quantity:

Price:

Postage and handling ($5.00)

Total:

All purchases include GST

Please keep me informed of progress.

I would like to make a donation to Sisters of Compassion

I would like to order the following resources

I prefer to pay by  Cheque (enclosed) OR  Credit card

 Visa  MasterCard  Amex  Diners

   

Expiry Date

Cardholder’s Name                    

Signature

Name

Postal Address 

Email    Phone

Please return by post to: Sisters of Compassion, PO Box 1474, Wellington or scan and email to: info@compassion.org.nz
Charities Commission No: CC10246



Significant milestone in sight

Meet some key people
Two of the very important people associated with 
promoting the Cause for sainthood of Suzanne Aubert are 
Father Maurice Carmody and Sister Josephine Gorman. 
Father Maurice is the Postulator and has been responsible 
for compiling the comprehensive documents required by 
Rome.  You’ll find more on the Positio that Father Maurice 
compiled by going to this website (www.suzanneaubert.
co.nz/resources).

You can also read a biography of Father Maurice at   
(www.suzanneaubert.co.nz/people).

New resources available
We are developing several new resources to help people learn 
more of the spirituality and good works of Suzanne Aubert. We have 
recently published a 16-page booklet and you can find details of 
that on the website. It is a wonderful publication that provides a 
great summary of the life of Suzanne. Copies are available from the 
office if you can’t download it from the website. Just call Sister Jo 
on (04) 383-7139 and she will send you a copy. There is a small fee 
of $5 to cover postage and packing.

There will be other material added shortly to the Website including 
some video material that you can download, and a spiritual 
reflection booklet based on the writings of Suzanne. Watch out for 
more details.

Sister Josephine Gorman is the archivist for the Sisters of 
Compassion and has spent many years managing the all-
important archival material. 

She has assisted Father Maurice with sourcing historical 
material for the Positio that he produced. A detailed profile 
of Sister Jo is on the website and you can read more on her 
by visiting (www.suzanneaubert.co.nz/people).

Would you like a picture of 
Suzanne?

During the current northern 
summer, the theologians 
in Rome are reviewing the 
Positio (the case for her being 
made a saint) at the request 
of Pope Francis. Provided 
they are satisfied with all 
the documentation, they will 
release their decision at the 
beginning of autumn (our 
springtime). While we are 
trying not to get too excited, it 

is possible we could have some 
wonderful news to celebrate 
around the anniversary of 
Suzanne’s death (October 3rd). 
If the theologians are satisfied 
and their decision is positive, 
Suzanne could be declared 
‘venerable’ before Christmas. 
That is a very significant step 
on the causation journey. Please 
pray for these deliberations.

Would you like a copy of the wonderful portrait recently 
painted of Suzanne Aubert? The painting was done by John 
the Baptist studio in Auckland. The artist has brilliantly 
captured the key symbols that are so important to imagery 
associated with Suzanne. Using pictures of Suzanne from her 
passport and other documents, the final portrait is what we 
believe Suzanne would have looked like when she first set 
foot in New Zealand. The location is obviously Whanganui 
with the river in the background and the church clearly 
visible. If you would like your own copy of the icon, you 
can order it on-line (www.suzanneaubert.co.nz/resources) 
or by contacting Sister Jo.

 i  “To love God above all things, to love all people as oneself, to give one’s heart and soul, one’s mind and strength in order to make people better and happier, that is life, that is the law, that is happiness, justice and truth.”

New Zealand’s Saint in the making
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PRAYER FOR THE CAUSEWe invite you to join us in  prayer for the Cause for Beatification of Suzanne Aubert.
“Lord Jesus Christ, you told us that as 
often as we show compassion to the 
least of our brothers and sisters, we 

show it to you. Hear our prayers and 
grant that Suzanne Aubert, who 

supported the Ma-ori people and devoted 
her life to the care of the poor, the sick 

and the under-privileged, will be 
recognised by the Church as one of your 
true and humble followers. amen.”

SISTERS OF COMPASSION The spirit of Suzanne Aubert has 
flourished in the many pastoral 
works of the Sisters of Compassion. 
You can share in their mission as a 
supporter or volunteer – learn more 
on: www.compassion.org.nzCare with Compassion Te Rauhi i Runga i te Puaroha

2 Rhine Street, off Murray St, Island Bay 
PHONE: 04 383 7139 EMAIL: archives@compassion.org.nz

New Zealand’s saint in the makingNŌ AOTEAROA, HE TAONGA O TE HUNGA TAPU I RARANGAHIA
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Notes on the Run

Sister Barbara King
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St Mary’s Northcote unveils  
special icon

St. Mary’s Church in 
Northcote, Auckland is  
one of the first parish 
churches in New Zealand 
to commission their own 
icon of Suzanne Aubert. 
She occupies a place of 
honour on the wall of the 
church alongside icons of 
St. John Paul II, Blessed 
Mother Teresa, St. Mary 
McKillop of the Cross, 
and others. Parish priest 
Craig Dunford blessed the 

icon at a special Mass and invited the congregation to pray for the 
Cause of Suzanne Aubert.

http://suzanneaubert.
co.nz/home/journey-to-sainthood/the-positio/

http://suzanneaubert.co.nz/home/journey-to-
sainthood/sister-josephine-gorman/

http://suzanneaubert.co.nz/resources/
or by contacting Sister Jo.

http://suzanneaubert.co.nz/home/journey-to-sainthood/the-
posulator/
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PRAYER FOR THE CAUSEWe invite you to join us in  prayer for the Cause for Beatification of Suzanne Aubert.
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With these words, the Governor-General Sir Jerry Mataparae 
opened the new Queen Elizabeth II Pukeahu Park 

Education Centre on the site of the former Home of Compassion 
Crèche run by the Sisters of Compassion.

Sir Jerry Mateparae noted in his speech that Suzanne Aubert’s
“...example provides inspiration to this day. We remember her as a 
woman of compassion. Her social concern was channeled into areas 
as diverse as Maori mission work, and the care of sick children, the 
elderly and the infirm.” He also said, “In one of those serendipitous 
instances, it is poignant that the year of Mother Aubert’s death, 
1926, was also the year of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s birth, 
which adds another layer to the connective story of this place.”

Sister Margaret Anne agreed with Sir Jerry Mateparae that the 
facility recognised the mana of both Suzanne Aubert and Queen 
Elizabeth as during their lifetime they have both cared about 
young people. 

Hon Maggie Barry chatted with the sisters prior to the official 
opening. Her great aunt was Sister Baptiste Dillion who lived 
and worked in the Buckle Street Home of Compassion including 
collecting the leftover food of the city in the wicker baskets.

The Home of Compassion Crèche began in a wooden building 
in 1903 until it became unsafe. The site was within the ‘brick 
area’ of the city and in the planning stages with Mr John Swan 
the architect, Suzanne Aubert insisted that the new building 
had to be constructed in that material. Opened in 1914, it was 
used as a crèche until 1973 when the land was required for 
transport development. However, the robust construction of the 
original provided an indoor teaching space for the new Pukeahu’s 
education programme.

Following on from the opening and blessing on the Place of 
Pilgrimage at St Patricks Cathedral in Auckland, two more 

Places of Pilgrimage are about to be created and opened to 
parishioners.

Bishop Charles Drennan of the Palmerston North Diocese 
has agreed to create a Place of Pilgrimage at the Cathedral in 
Palmerston and Fr Rick Loughnan (who is looking after the 
Christchurch diocese since the death of Bishop Barry Jones), has 
agreed to have a special place created at the pro-cathedral of St 
Mary’s in Christchurch.

It is hoped both places will be blessed and open by the end 
of October. The plan is to have a Place of Pilgrimage in each 
diocese by the end of this year.

We are also looking to create Places of Pilgrimage in certain 
regions of the country that were significant during Suzanne 
Aubert’s time. She visited several places and our hope is that 
each of these will have a site created. Watch this space and check 
out the website for more news.

Former Crèche has new life

More Places of Pilgrimage developed

October 1st this year marks 
the 90th anniversary of the 

death of Suzanne Aubert. Did you 
know that when Suzanne died in 
Wellington in 1926 she was accorded 
the largest funeral ever given a 
woman? The whole city came to a 
standstill to honour her. It is said 
that the funeral cortege stretched 5 
kilometres.

To mark this 90th anniversary, the 
Bishops of New Zealand approved 
the establishment of a day of celebration and promotion on the 
first Sunday of October and all parishes have been asked to mark 

Remembering Suzanne Aubert 90 years after her death
“The crèche here was one of the first infant day-care facilities in 

New Zealand, and initiative of Mother Aubert
who was very much ahead of the times”

Sisters Sue Cosgrove and Margaret Anne Mills with Sir Jerry Mateparae

Sisters Sue Cosgrove, Veronica Hurring, Hon Maggie Barry, Sisters 
Margaret Anne Mills and Josephine Gorman

Photos: Mark Tantrum
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Sisters	  Sue	  Cosgrove	  and	  Margaret	  Anne	  Mills	  with	  Sir	  Jerry	  Mateparae	  
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Sisters	  Sue	  Cosgrove,	  Veronica	  Hurring,	  Hon	  Maggie	  Barry,	  Sisters	  Margaret	  Anne	  Mills	  and	  
Josephine	  Gorman	  
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Sisters	  Margaret	  Anne	  Mills,	  Josephine	  Gorman	  and	  Veronica	  Hurring	  

	  

The Bishops’ Questions and Answers
And in case you haven’t visited the website recently, remember 
you can see our Bishops answering key questions on the Cause 
for Sainthood of Suzanne Aubert in a special on-line presentation. 
In the coming months you will also be able to hear a number of 
Sisters sharing their thoughts on why Suzanne should be declared a 
Saint. Visit http://suzanneaubert.co.nz/home/resources/questions-
and-answers/

More Parish Coordinators Needed
We are still looking for a number of Parish Coordinators to help 
promote NZ’s first saint in the making. There are just over 200 
Parishes and pastoral regions in New Zealand and at the moment 
we are fortunate to have over 150 of those parishes covered by a 
coordinator. But we need to find the last 40-50 before the end of 
2016. See the areas lacking coordinators on the website:
www.http://suzanneaubert.co.nz/home/journey-to-sainthood/
suzanne-aubert-coordinators/

Email and electronic communications
We are keen to keep in contact on a regular basis and the most
cost effective way is by email. We currently produce an 
e-newsletter, which is emailed to those who give us their email 
address. Would you like to receive regular updates and news by 
email? Could you please give us your email address? You can do 
this by registering on-line at www.suzanneaubert.co.nz or by 
emailing kerry@suzanneaubert.co.nz
Thanks!

the day with special prayers and the 
playing of a message from Cardinal 
John Dew.

Apart from the message from the 
Cardinal, there will be a supply of 
intercessory cards made available 
plus information on some of the 
many resources that are now 
available to help all New Zealanders 
learn more about this remarkable 
woman and why we believe she 
should be declared a Saint.

Please do join us in praying for a miracle through the intercession 
of Suzanne, and also in spreading the word of this remarkable 
woman.


